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“Do not be conformed to the pattern of this world,

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

· Romans 12.2a
INTRODUCTION

“Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.”

- Romans 12.2a

Not Conformed…

In a society where conformity is the norm, OVCS teaches that children are made uniquely, each with individual gifts and abilities. Students are challenged to break the pattern of mediocrity and apathy, and are equipped spiritually, educationally, and socially to stand against the tide of conformity in the world without becoming of the world.

But Transformed…

At Ossipee Valley Christian School, the Bible is the hub of the educational wheel, the center of the student’s learning experience.  The Bible and the teachings of Jesus Christ are not substituted for any academic subjects but are integrated into the total educational program.  The Bible is taught to students to develop deeper character and sound values.

By the Renewing of Your Mind…

The school seeks to provide an atmosphere that is conducive to the best Christian living and highest gains in knowledge, skills, and wisdom as well as the opportunity to learn to serve our Lord through class ministry experience.  Further, it is the purpose of the school to aid students in learning, to teach the skills of reading, writing, spelling, mathematics, and independent study so thoroughly that our pupils will be unhindered in their pursuit of knowledge.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

A copy of the school statement of faith is available on our website or in the office.
MISSION STATEMENT
We endeavor to serve our families by inspiring academic excellence and equipping students with the biblical understanding necessary to evaluate and transform their world for God’s glory.
GENERAL INFORMATION

Examine your child’s books and other materials.  This will familiarize you with the instructional program, and communicate to your child that you are interested in what he/she is studying.

Talk with your child about his/her progress in school.  Make it a habit each day to take a few moments to sit down with your child and discuss with him the events of that particular school day.  Check his/her homework.  Look at his test papers.  See if he understands the material.  By doing this, your child will know of your love, concern, and interest for him or her.  He will work harder because of it.  If you child’s teacher gives out weekly assignment sheets, be sure you keep a copy handy to help your child stay up-to-date on assignments.

Display a genuine interest in your child’s school life.  Let your child know that you are behind him/her and the school.  Ask your child how his day at school went.  Contact the school office if you are willing to do anything to help.  Take part in field trips and help out in fundraising projects.  Be sure to read weekly school newsletters. In doing so, your child will know of your interest in him and his school.

Encourage your child to seek success in school.  Every person wants to feel that he is a success in life.  The learner does better when he sees some measure of progress.  Encourage your child to study.  Let it be known that you desire and expect progress from him.  Teach the importance of completing assignments each day. 

Consult your child’s teacher if you know of some special problem your child has that the teacher should know about.  Many times a child is having or could have difficulty because of a physical or other hidden problem of which the teacher is unaware.  By being made aware of particular challenges, the teacher can do a more efficient job and will be able to work more closely with you in the education of your child.  There may also be a loss your child is facing through a death in the family, or long-term illness of a family member, absence of a parent in the home, etc.  Being aware of such significant events in your child’s life helps the staff to help your child have a sense of support in prayer and in practical ways. If a problem should arise during the school year with your child’s schoolwork or you become aware of any other difficulty, please call the school office right away to make an appointment to meet with the teacher and resolve the problem.  This is important for your child’s progress.  Parents are reminded to make an appointment to see your child’s teacher, as faculty cannot take class time at the start of school or stay late to talk with parents as they often have other obligations after school.

Create a wholesome attitude in your home toward the value of education.  Your attitude toward education will have a profound effect upon the attitude of your child.  Children will receive their values from the values that you have in life.  If the Lord, the Bible, and the church are given a place of high value in your home, the children will come to value the same.  Have a positive attitude.  Let your child know that God commands us “to study to show ourselves approved”.  Education affords us the opportunity to better ourselves to be used of God.

Create a private study area at home.  Your child cannot study if he is in a place of constant disruption and distraction.  Set aside a place for your child so that he will be afforded the privacy and quietness that is needed.  Make sure this is not in a room with the television set.  A desk of his/her own can be an added advantage.

Avoid forcing your child to “keep up” with other students.  Your child’s ability is different from others - even his brother or sister.  Encourage him to work to the best of his ability, but do not force him to try and keep up with someone else when his ability may or may not be the same.

Strive to maintain a positive attitude.  If you criticize and complain, before long your child will be doing the same thing.  Your attitude will be reaped in the attitude of your child.  Avoid criticism of the staff, school board, or other students and parents.  Always let your child know that you are behind the teacher and the school.  Remember the spirit of Philippians 2.14.

Make sure your child has sufficient rest and adequate diet so that he/she is prepared for the school day.  Please insure that your child eats a good breakfast each morning.  Make sure that your child has adequate rest and diet - studies show that these factors directly affect a student’s ability to concentrate and learn. Encourage your child to maintain a good balance between work and play.  When it is time to work, see that your child works.  When it is time to play, let him/her play.

Think of yourself as a partner with the school in the task of rearing and educating your child. The purpose of the Christian school is to work together with the parents and the church in teaching children. The school is an extension of the parents’ ministry and responsibility. Consider talking with the leaders of your church to seek prayer and/or financial support, if needed, for your child(ren)’s Christian education. Likewise, the school relies on parents and home churches to support efforts in the education of your child. By realizing this, the child will see that the parent, school and church are working together in his behalf.  Never let your child see a division between you and the teacher.  Remember that we are servants together for the Lord.  Parent-teacher cooperation is a must!

ADMISSION

The Ossipee Valley Christian School admits students of any race, color, religious, national, or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin in administration of its educational policies or athletic and other school-administered programs. All new students enrolled full-time are given assessment testing to help determine proper grade placement. Parents of new students enrolled at OVCS will be interviewed before acceptance into the program at OVCS
ATTENDANCE

Regular attendance is absolutely essential to successful schoolwork. 

Pre-school in session:

Monday – Wednesday – Friday     8:00 to noon

Grades K - 8 are in session:  
Monday through Friday    
8:00am to 2:45pm

Please do not drop your child off at school before 7:50am.  The staff is in morning devotions from 7:35-7:50am each day.  There will be a staff member on morning duty until 7:50am, when students will then proceed to their classrooms with their teachers.  During the first week of school, parents may walk younger children to their classrooms to help with the transition to school.  For the remainder of the school year, students should be dropped off at the main entrance, and they should go directly to their classrooms at 7:50am. 

*DISMISSAL – To ensure a smooth dismissal and avoid confusion and congestion in hallways during afternoon dismissal, parents are asked not to come into the building between 2:40 and 3:00 pm.  If it is necessary for a parent to come into the school building in the afternoon, please do so before 2:40pm or after 3:00pm.
Students remaining at school after dismissal:  parents will be billed for childcare for each child in their carpool/family after 12:15 (pre-school) or 3:00pm (K-8).
Absence- Excused absences include: illness of the student; bereavement; medical appointments if excused in advance, snowy or icy roads preventing travel.  The student must bring a note for the absence to the school office upon returning to school.  Any other reason for the absence will constitute an unexcused absence.







        
*Parents are requested to call the school office between 8:00 and 8:15am if their child will be absent from school that day due to illness, etc.  Following this policy helps the faculty and staff to know whether a student is absent or whether he/she may be considered missing.  If parents have not called by 8:30am, the school office will call home.

1) If a student was seen by a physician for a contagious illness or condition, he/she must bring a doctor’s note to the school office stating he/she is not contagious to others and may return to school.

2) When a student’s absence due to illness reaches five (5) days, the school office must have a written note or fax from his/her family doctor.  The note should give the date when the child was evaluated and may return to school without being contagious to others. Upon a student’s return to school after any absence due to illness, there must be no fever present and no significant symptoms preventing the child from doing schoolwork during the day.  It is the responsibility of the student to make up all missed schoolwork.

3) Students must bring a note to the school office at least one day before an appointment, which will result in absence or late arrival to school the next day. 

4) Absence due to a family vacation will be excused if the school is notified ahead of time and student(s) make an effort to keep up with their schoolwork. This privilege may be denied if the student’s schoolwork will be adversely affected.
5) Students will be allowed reasonable time to complete make-up work for excused absences. Deadlines are at the teacher’s discretion.  In all cases, it is the student’s and parent’s responsibility to contact the teacher upon returning to school.
If a student is absent for any reason, he or she will not be able to participate in extra-curricular activities on the day of the absence as indicated by the teacher or sports coach.

· Unexcused absences are against the law.  Five (5) unexcused absences will require the student’s parents to meet with the headmaster.  If there are ten unexcused absences, a report will be made to the district superintendent of schools for truancy, and parents will be required to meet with the board.  Unexcused absences/tardiness include:  sleeping in because of a late night, couldn’t find a ride to school (unplanned transportation), finishing homework, shopping.


        
· Tardiness - Students arriving to class after 8:05am are considered tardy and must report to the school office for a tardy pass to their homeroom.  The student will need a written excuse note from the parent or driver.   
· Acceptable reasons for tardiness: car would not start or other car trouble; last-minute illness (of driver or students); and inclement weather causing poor road conditions in your area.  Parents need to ensure their children make prompt arrival to school a priority each day.

· *On the 5th unexcused tardy arrival during a marking period, the parents must meet with the headmaster.
· Early Dismissal  - Students must not leave school early unless absolutely necessary.  Students leaving early because of illness or doctor or dental appointments must be signed out in the “Early Dismissal” log in the school office by a parent or an authorized adult.  Shopping, personal convenience, etc. are not adequate reasons to disrupt classes to dismiss a student. It is school policy that students may not leave school property during school hours unless they are under the supervision of a teacher, or have obtained written permission from parents or guardians to do so.  Students who must be dismissed early from school will remain with their class until a parent or designated driver arrives to the school and signs them out in the school office.










        
CANCELLATIONS

It shall normally be the practice for OVCS to announce school closing in conjunction with S.A.D. 6, 55, and 57, irrespective of weather conditions in other communities in the surrounding areas.  Parents of students should listen for announcements of school cancellation on Channel 6 TV Storm Center. Parents may also visit www.wcsh6.com or sign up for the text alert program offered by wcsh6. If school remains in session, but roads in your area are hazardous, parents are encouraged to use their judgment as to whether to perhaps wait an hour or so until roads have been cleared/sanded in your area before transporting their children/carpool to school that day.  It is the students’ and parents’ responsibility to get the work they missed from the teacher, as with any absence.
CHAPEL DAYS

All students attend regular chapel services.  The day of Chapel may change from year to year.  Chapel is a time of singing, and prayer with area pastors, speakers, missionaries, and children’s ministries sharing the Word of God with the students.  Parents are welcome to attend.  Students are to wear chapel clothes on Chapel Day.  (see uniform policy)

CLASS MINISTRIES

An important part of the educational philosophy of OVCS is that of encouraging and preparing the students to minister to others.  Each class will have its own ministry appropriate for the age and abilities of the students.  Participation by each student in the class ministry is required.   Reasonable notice of ministry dates that may include after-school hours will be given so that students and parents can plan accordingly.  Transportation guidelines for ministry trips are the same as for field trips.  Students may not participate in ministry events on days when they are absent from school.

CLASS PARTIES

Teachers will emphasize the spiritual rather than the secular significance of holidays during the year.  We do not celebrate Halloween at OVCS.  Each teacher may have different procedures concerning birthday parties.  Please consult your child’s teacher at the beginning of the school year.  We ask that invitations for home birthday or other parties not be given out in school or on school grounds unless everyone in your child’s class - all boys, or all girls - are invited.

COMMUNICATION

If you have any concerns regarding the school program, policies, or your child, please do not hesitate to call the school office to make an appointment with your child’s teacher first.  If your concerns are still not resolved, please feel free to make an appointment with the headmaster. All differences are to be resolved by utilizing the Biblical principles found in Matthew 18:15-17 and Galatians 6:1. Please remember that teachers cannot take class time or leave dismissal duty for conferences.

COMPUTER RESOURCES








         
OVCS network/internet access is available to students, teachers, and staff to promote educational excellence by facilitating resource sharing, innovation, and communication.  Students will make use of the computer lab when a teacher brings a class to the lab.  The lab is available for work on projects and assignments only when supervised by a teacher or designee.  The valuable information available on the internet outweighs the possibility that users may procure information that is not consistent with the educational goals of OVCS.  Although OVCS will take reasonable efforts to attempt to limit access to objectionable materials, unfortunately, students may find ways to bypass our safeguards.





        

CONFERENCES

Scheduled parent-teacher conferences are held after first quarter report cards are issued.  It is required that parents attend this first conference of the school year.  An additional conference will be held following Spring achievement testing. Teachers will contact parents if a conference becomes necessary at any other time during the school year.  If you wish to schedule a conference with your child’s teacher at any time, please do not hesitate to contact the school office to make an appointment.  We encourage parent-teacher communication.
DETENTION 
When it becomes necessary for a student to serve a detention, it will be served when a teacher is available to monitor detention hall.  A student may not avoid serving a detention because of personal inconvenience or other commitments that may conflict.  The length of time a detention is served will depend upon age of student and seriousness of infraction.  A detention notice will be given to the student with two possible dates for the student to serve.  If a student does not serve the detention on one of those days, the student may not return to school until after he or she has served the detention. 
DISCIPLINE

The staff and administration will address any student(s) who encourage or exhibit exclusionary behavior toward their peers.  The forming of cliques among our students is discouraged.  Students are expected to treat their peers with respect and kindness at all times.  Rules of conduct will be posted in each classroom.  General rules of conduct will be posted throughout the building in areas of general use, i.e. lunchroom, etc. There are a great variety of interventions a teacher can utilize when dealing with incidents of unacceptable behavior.  The intervention used depends on the frequency and severity of the behavior problem.  It is a staff member’s right and responsibility to intervene when there is misbehavior anywhere at school and with any student - not just their own.  Following is a partial list of common misbehavior and appropriate interventions.  *Any student who is aware of another student’s misconduct involving an expellable or suspendable offense, or becomes aware of another student(s) discussing their sexual lives, preferences, etc. or those of other students or staff is required to inform their classroom teacher or the Headmaster.  Failure to do so will lead to a suspension until the next scheduled school board meeting, at which time the student(s) will have a hearing with the board.

Minor Infractions


Interventions

interrupting



time out

name-calling



lose privileges

teasing




lose portion of recess

non-compliance



isolated for snack

being loud



signed written apology

running in hall



overcorrection

off-task

note-passing

Moderate Infractions


Interventions
habitual minor infraction


detention

small acts of vandalism


suspension from extra-curriculars

disrespect or non-compliance

suspension from school

cheating


            

earn back privileges

shoving




repair or pay for damage 

verbal abuse



absolutely always notify head

swearing                                                   
teacher and parents

Major Infractions
- Parents always notified.

Fighting


- mandatory one- to three-day suspension for

                                       
  first offense.  Three to five days’ suspension

                                               for second offense.  Third offense – student will appear before the school board for possible expulsion

Defiance
- a level system to systematically earn back privileges will be implemented.  If this fails, the school board will consider suspension or expulsion 

Tobacco, drugs, alcohol, 

birth control items, 

pornography on campus 

- expulsion

Stealing or vandalism

- Restitution and a one- to-three day 

                                          
 
  suspension for first offense.

                                                          - Three to five days’ suspension for second

                                                          - Third offense, report to school board for action

weapons   (knives, guns, etc.)    - may not be brought to school unless by authorized adult (police, etc.)
Physical contact - In general, there should be no touching, punching, hitting permitted among students except at appropriate times, such as playing tag at recess, thank-you and good-bye hugs, etc.

For Students in grades 5 through 8
As students continue to develop socially, they are expected to use good judgment.  It is unwise to think that a friendship is strengthened by open displays of affection.  Students may not engage in any type of close bodily contact with another student.

         
Hugging and handholding - first offense: parents notified, detention issued.  Second offense: parent’s notified and one-day suspension.

Kissing
 first offense: parent’s notified and two-day suspension.  Second offense:  parents notified and three-day suspension

“French kissing”
first offense: parents notified and minimum two-day suspension; second offense:  parents notified, minimum four-day suspension

Sexual behavior at school - expulsion

Upon a third offense, the student and their parents will be referred to the School Board.

DISMISSAL
All students must be picked up from school within 15 minutes of dismissal.  We are not able to provide after-school childcare at the present time. There is a late pick-up policy in effect:  


12:16/3:01 – 12:30/3:15

$5.00 child care fee per student

12:31/3:16 – 12:45/3:30

$15.00 child care fee per student


12:46/3:31 -  1:00/3:45

$25.00 child care fee per student
After this time, $10 increments per 15 minutes.  Repeat occurrences will be reported to the school board.
DRESS CODE 

At OVCS, we believe in teaching children to dress modestly.  Attention to neatness and being mindful of appropriate clothing for a classroom situation will encourage right attitudes toward schoolwork as well as constructive behavior in general.  While recognizing that true Christianity is a matter of the heart and not the outward appearance, it is nonetheless true that our appearance is important.  Paul says to “abstain from all appearance of evil” (1 Thess. 5.22) and Samuel noted that the “Lord looks at the heart…man looks on the outward appearance.”  Peter puts his finger on the real issue when he states that our attractiveness should not be based on what we wear but on the “hidden man of the heart…even the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit.”  By our dress, we represent the feelings and thoughts of our hearts.  This being the case, our clothing and the way we wear it should represent our desire to please God and honor Him.  OVCS has instituted a uniform policy for our students, which will help provide guidelines for coming to school dressed modestly and neatly.
(Kindergarten through grade 8)

Colors:  navy blue & white uniform

Although there are several stores that carry school uniforms, we would encourage families to visit www.frenchtoast.com. Students may wear any of the uniform items in any combination, except that pants should be navy blue for both boys and girls. There is a uniform exchange rack at school for families to find or leave “gently worn” uniforms.

Girls:          white or navy polo shirt      
white button-front blouse w/collar


      Navy or white sweater       

navy/white turtleneck


      Navy pants/shorts
        

navy jumper/skirt (below knee)

Girls must wear an appropriate undergarment beneath blouses/shirts to ensure modesty (all grades). White undergarments should be worn underneath white blouses/shirts. Tights, nylons, or socks are required with skirts/jumpers.  

Boys:         white or navy polo shirt
  white dress shirt (chapel days)


        Navy sweater or vest 
  navy pants/shorts


        Navy/white turtleneck

Shoes – Boys and girls should wear modest dress or casual shoes with socks (for girls-also with nylons/tights). Clean and neat sneakers also with socks should be worn outdoors and in the gym. Shoes must be in good repair.  Sandals with straps over the toe and around the heel may be worn in warmer weather.  “Flip flop” sandals may not be worn for safety reasons.

Both girls’ and boys’ pants should fit well and be in good repair, not excessively baggy nor falling off the waist, with hem to the bottom of heel being the longest length. Any pants or skirts with belt loops need to be worn with a belt.
Students are expected to remain in dress code until after dismissal except in the event of a field trip or sports activity.

· Phys. Ed. class – Students are required to wear P.E. uniform consisting of OVCS t-shirt and choice of royal blue or black windpants/sweatpants and sweatshirt. In warm weather, blue or black shorts may be worn, hem below fingertips.  Sneakers & socks must be worn for all P.E. classes.  Students may wear their P.E. uniform to school on the day of classes.  Orders will be taken for the OVCS t-shirt at the start of each school year.
· Chapel Days – Boys are required to wear a dress shirt & tie, girls are required to wear a skirt or dress or uniform skirt/jumper.  *During the winter months, December 1st to March 1st, girls may wear uniform pants on Chapel Days, and on any day the outdoor temperature is below 25 degrees. Girls may wear dress slacks to school concerts and programs during winter months.  
· Hairstyles, make-up, jewelry – Boys’ hair should be kept combed, trim and neat in appearance, and should not be worn below the collar.  Girls’ hair should be kept brushed and out of their face.  No shaved or painted hair designs or outrageous hair dyes are permitted. Students in grade Pre-school through 5th grade are not allowed to wear make-up.  Any make-up worn by ladies in 6th grade through 8th grade should be moderate and should be done to achieve a natural appearance.  Earrings may be worn by girls only.  Absolutely no other facial or body piercing is permitted.

· Field trips – Students shall wear the appropriate clothing for the activity, at the teacher’s direction, within the above-named guidelines.

· School concerts & programs – Boys will wear a tie and dress pants, girls will wear a skirt or dress (dress pants may be worn between Dec. 1 – Mar. 1) unless there are costumes provided for a special program.

· Dress code non-compliance:  Students who arrive at school in attire not permitted by the dress code will be expected to change into clothing that does comply.  Options for achieving compliance include finding something suitable from the uniform “swap rack” or going home to change clothing.  Non-compliance will be treated as follows:  1st occurrence – verbal warning; 2nd occurrence – written warning; 3rd occurrence – ½ hour detention; 4th occurrence – 1 hour detention.  Should there be a fifth occurrence, a conference with the student’s parents and the teacher will be required.  Questions about non-compliance will be addressed by the headmaster.

NOTE: Clothing is often misplaced or lost at school.  Clothing must be labeled with the student’s initials or label of parents’ choice to make identification easier.  Unlabeled clothing that has not been claimed after a week will be placed on the clothing exchange rack at school.
* EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES   (higher level thinking levels 1-6)

1.  Knowledge.  Knowledge is defined as the remembering of previously learned material.  This may involve the recall of a wide range of material, from specific facts to complete theories, but all that is required is the bringing to mind of the appropriate information.  Knowledge represents the lowest level of learning outcomes in the cognitive domain.  

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  know common terms, know specific facts, know methods and procedures, know basic concepts, know principles.

2.  Comprehension.  Comprehension is defined as the ability to grasp the meaning of material.  This may be shown by translating material from one form to another (words to numbers), by interpreting material (explaining or summarizing), and by estimating future trends (predicting consequences or effects).  These learning outcomes to one step beyond the simple remembering of material, and represent the lowest level of understanding.

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  understand facts and principles, interpret verbal material, interpret charts and graphs, translate verbal material to mathematical formulae, estimate the future consequences implied in data, justify methods and procedures.

3.  Application.  Application refers to the ability to use learned material in new and concrete situations.  This may include the application of such things as rules, methods, concepts, principles, laws, and theories.  Learning outcomes in this area require a higher level of understanding than those under comprehension.

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  apply concepts and principals to new situations, apply laws and theories to practical situations, solve mathematical problems, construct graphs and charts, and demonstrate the correct usage of a method or procedure.

4.  Analysis.  Analysis refers to the ability to break down material into its component parts so that its organizational structure may be understood.  This may include the identification of parts, analysis of the relationship between parts, and recognition of the organizational principles involved.  Learning outcomes here represent a higher intellectual level than comprehension and application because they require an understanding of both the content and the structural form of the material.

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  recognize unstated assumptions, recognize logical fallacies in reasoning, distinguish between facts and inferences, evaluate the relevancy of data, analyze the organizational structure of a work (art, music, writing).

5.  Synthesis.  Synthesis refers to the ability to put parts together to form a new whole.  This may involve the production of a unique communication (theme or speech), a plan of operations (research proposal), or a set of abstract relations (scheme for classifying information).  Learning outcomes in this area stress creative behaviors, with major emphasis on the formulation of new patterns or structure.

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  write a well-organized theme, give a well-organized speech, write a creative short story (or poem or music), propose a plan for an experiment, integrate learning from different areas into a plan for solving a problem, formulate a new scheme for classifying objects (or events, or ideas).

6.  Evaluation.  Evaluation is concerned with the ability to judge the value of material (statement, novel, poem, research report) for a given purpose.  The judgments are to be based on definite criteria.  These may be internal criteria (organization) or external criteria (relevance to the purpose) and the student may determine the criteria or be given them.  Learning outcomes in this area are highest in the cognitive hierarchy because they contain elements of all the other categories, plus conscious value judgments based on clearly defined criteria.

Examples of learning objectives at this level:  judge the logical consistency of written material, judge the adequacy with which conclusions are supported by data, judge the value of a work (art, music, writing) by the use of internal criteria, judge the value of a work (art, music, writing) by use of external standards of excellence.

ELECTRONICS









         
Personal electronics are not allowed in a student’s possession during school hours.  This would include music/movie players of any type, gaming systems, cell phones, pagers, etc.  
FACILITIES

As required by the Department of Education, part of the school approval process includes regular water testing; inspections by Dept. of Health (for food license to offer the once-a-week hot lunch program), fire department; and an initial certification that there is no asbestos in the building.  It has been documented that no asbestos was used in the construction of the building OVCS is housed in – Hilltop Baptist Church.

FIELD TRIPS

Each class will take several educational field trips during the school year.  A permission slip will be sent home in advance of each planned trip to give parents details and to obtain written permission for the students to participate.  It is required that each student have a signed permission slip returned to their teacher no later than one school day before the planned field trip.  If a parent does not wish to have their child go on a field trip, arrangements should be made for the child to remain at home.  The permission slip would still need to be returned; indicating the student will not participate and that he or she will be absent from school on that day.  Any student who has not returned a signed permission slip to their teacher by the day before the field trip will not be able to go with the class.  A parent will be called to bring their child home for the day, as there is no supervision in the absence of the class and teacher. * Chaperones/drivers must be age 21 or older.  Chaperones/drivers are expected to follow the school policy on field trips.  Transportation is provided for school field trips by parent/volunteer carpools and may include the use of passenger vans.  Please see “Transportation” regarding use of seatbelts and booster seats.
FINE ARTS

A Fine Arts class in Music and/or Art is scheduled once a week.  All students will need to bring an old shirt to protect their clothes during Art class, which may be kept at school during the year.  Fine Arts include:  Art, Music, Drama  (visual or performing arts).
FUNDRAISING

Fundraising is a critical aspect of helping to meet the school budget.  All students & their families are required to participate in the school-wide fundraisers through out the year.  There will be a school-wide amount that will need to be raised for each fundraiser.  Students are required to participate in the fundraisers.  
GRADING SYSTEM

Report cards will go out at the end of every quarter (nine weeks).  Number or letter grades will be given on report cards.  These cards must be signed by the parent/guardian and returned to school immediately.  The grading scale is as follows (for academic subjects):

99-100  A+       
 91-93    B+          
 83-85    C+        
75-77     D+        
0-69     
F

96-98    A          
 89-90     B          
 81-82    C          
73-74     D          
S    
Satisfactory

94-95    A-        
 86-88     B-
 78-80    C-         
70-72     D-         
U   
Unsatisfactory







            

I      
Incomplete
Special Subject grade criteria:   (a grading rubric is also available)
Physical Education: cooperation, teamwork, flexibility, positive leadership, homework, game knowledge are factors weighed when grading a student.

Music:  participation, cooperation, homework, singing, positive leadership, theory, are factors weighed when grading a student.

Fine Arts:  attitude & effort, cooperation, coming to class prepared, are all factors weighed when grading students.

Students receiving all A’s on their report card will be placed on the Highest Honor Roll, those with more A’s than B’s will be placed on the High Honor Roll, and those with no grade lower than a B will be placed on the Honor Roll for the quarter.

HARRASSMENT POLICY
Any words, written or spoken, or any conduct that is a serious, intentional threat or may be construed as a serious intentional threat to a person’s emotional or physical well-being will be considered harassment.  It may be emotional, sexual or physical in nature.  Students guilty of harassment will be given an in-house suspension. Parents of the student will be notified as well.  Depending on the nature of the harassment, a meeting may be required with the parents, classroom teacher, Headmaster and/or School Board Chairman to discuss a plan of action for punishment, and any appropriate intervention through the legal system deemed necessary.  Harassment is against the law.

HEALTH  POLICY

At OVCS, there is a school nurse who is responsible for ensuring that each student file includes health records, including up-to-date immunization records.  The Dept. of Education mandates that our school board via the school nurse establish policies and procedures for the prevention of the spread of communicable diseases, as well as the administration of medications to students and related health care issues.  The school health policies of OVCS follow the state guidelines.  A physician at Sacopee Valley Health Center in Kezar Falls acts as our school physician and medical consultant on any health issues or questions from staff, students or their parents. 

· If a student complains of illness - the school policy is to take the student’s temperature and/or have student rest in the nurse’s station.  If there is a fever of 100 degrees or more or vomiting, parents will be called to pick up your child and take him or her home until the child is well enough to return to school. Upon return, there should be no fever present and no significant symptoms preventing the child from doing their schoolwork. Any student requesting medication for headache, etc. will first be asked to rest quietly for a short period of time in the office. Parents will be contacted if your child comes to the office complaining of illness, so that you may follow up at home. Administration of medication on the school premises is discouraged. It is school policy to administer medication only when absolutely necessary.  The school nurse is authorized by the school physician to direct administration of limited over-the-counter medications: acetominophen, ibuprofen, cough drops, and emergency prescription Epi-pen for life-threatening allergic reactions. Only those students who have parental permission to receive these medications while in school will be able to receive them.  A record is required to be kept of every dose of pain reliever or other over-the-counter medication, recorded with the student’s name, date, and amount given.  If medication is given after noon, staff will attempt to contact the child’s parents to advise them of the dose and time given so that overdose will not occur when the child returns home.

· If a student is on an over-the-counter medicine (not listed on school standing doctor’s orders) and must take a dose while in school, parents need to send in the medication in its original labeled medication container with a doctor’s note and parent note giving permission for the medication to be taken as prescribed at school.  A limited supply (doses to be given during school days) of the medicine will be kept at school for the duration of the prescribed period.  If the medication is to be given for more than 15 days, a written order from the prescribing health care provider is required. This order will be kept in the student health record at school. *Medication of any kind should NOT be in any student’s possession at school to take as they wish.  

· If a student is on a prescription medicine and must take a dose while in school, a doctor’s note must accompany the medicine in its original container with instructions for administering a dose in school.  Students who have a prescription asthma inhaler they need to use while in school will need to follow state-regulated procedure to be able to keep inhaler medication in their possession.  All other medications will be kept in the school office and administered under adult supervision by trained personnel.  The school board disclaims any and all responsibility for the diagnosis and prescription of medical treatment of any student. School personnel are authorized to administer medication within the limits of their training and are directly responsible to the school nurse. A parent/guardian will be contacted if there should be any problems administering medication, including any missed dose.  Information about the medication being administered to any student may be shared with appropriate school personnel. Special arrangements can be made for administering medication as needed to a student on a field trip.  
· If a student is injured while at school, the teacher will bring the child to the nurse’s office and trained staff members will assess and determine how serious the injury is and administer appropriate First Aid treatment. Should the injury be severe enough to warrant emergency medical attention, EMS will be contacted and the staff will follow the Emergency Medical Procedure card instructions on file in the office and will contact the parents and notify them of the injury and course of treatment taken. In the case of minor mishaps requiring merely a band aid, it is usually not necessary to call the child’s parents.  

· Upon enrollment, every student entering OVCS for the first time must have a physical examination by the family physician or provide a copy of a recent exam (within the last 12 months) to the school office.  All students must be current with immunizations, and parents must furnish a copy of their child(ren)’s immunization record to the school office along with other school forms by August 1st, or a letter of notification to the school nurse that they choose not to follow state recommendations for an immunization program for their child for religious or philosophical reasons.  Such a letter is within the guidelines for compliance with state regulations.  Students may not attend school until this requirement is met.  Students who wish to play a sport must have a sports physical upon entering grades 5, 7, 9, or 11 (unless they have a current physical form from the year before).  Sports physicals are good for two years.  A copy of the OVCS Health Manual including state regulations and guidelines is available for review in the school office.
· A Student Health Survey must be completed each year and returned to the school office with all other school forms by August 1st.  This should include updated information concerning any medical condition to be aware of - allergies, physical limitations, long-term illness, or in the event of an emergency (accident or illness) while in school or on a field trip, etc. An Emergency Procedure card is kept in a card file in the school office, as well.
If you have a question concerning school health policies, a copy of the School Health Manual is available for review.
HOMESCHOOLED STUDENTS

OVCS seeks to support homeschooled students by allowing them to attend regular and special classes (Art, Music, Phys. Ed.) and participate in the after-school sports program for a nominal fee.  A schedule of classes and sports practices is available by calling the school office.  Home school students are asked to sign in and sign out in the office when entering and leaving the building for classes.

HOMEWORK

The following is a guideline of what to expect for assigned homework on an average school day.  It will vary from day to day.

Kindergarten

an occasional assignment; weekly Bible memory verse


Grades 1-4

10-30 minutes


Grades 5-6

30-45 minutes


Grades 7-8

45-90 minutes
INTERNET – TERMS & CONDITIONS






         
· Appropriate use – Network/internet access may be used to improve learning consistent with the educational goals of OVCS.  OVCS expects legal, ethical, and appropriate use of the network/internet.  Students are responsible for appropriate behavior on the schools’ computer network, just as they are in a classroom or on a school playground.

· Privilege – Access to the network/internet is a privilege, not a right, and may be revoked if abused.  Each student is personally responsible for his/her actions in accessing and utilizing OVCS computer resources and equipment.

· Subject to school review – Communications on the network are often public in nature.  All OVCS network/internet account usage is subject to review for inappropriate use.  This review may include activity logging, virus scanning, and content scanning.  Computer storage space may be treated like school lockers; OVCS staff and technical support personnel may review contents to maintain system integrity and ensure that students are using the system responsibly.  Should students encounter offensive or inappropriate material, they should immediately report it to their teacher.

· Proper use – Guidelines to prevent the loss of computer privileges at OVCS:
1) Do not use a computer to harm other people or their work;

2) Do not damage, deface, or alter the computer system, desktop settings, or the network in any way.

3) Do not interfere with the operation of the network or any workstation by installing or loading software, shareware, or freeware.

4) Do not violate copyright laws or license agreements.

5) Do not view, send, or display pornographic or other offensive materials.

6) Do not use profane, abusive, or impolite language while using any school computers.

7) Do not share your password with another person or leave a machine while you are logged on to it.

8) Do not print material not related to your schoolwork.

9) No use of outside disks of any type (flashdrive, CD, DVD) are allowed without prior consent of the teacher.  If approved, outside media/files must be scanned for viruses prior to use.

10) Be prepared to be held accountable for your actions and for the loss of privileges and/or other disciplinary actions if these rules are violated.

· Impersonation – Attempts to log on to the OVCS network/internet, impersonating anyone else will result in revocation of the user’s access to the OVCS network/internet and a detention will be issued.

· Inappropriate use – includes, but not limited to, those uses that violate the law, that are specifically named as violations in this document, that violate the rules of network etiquette, or that hamper the integrity or security of this or any networks connected to the network/internet.  Students may not check e-mail or use any other form of personal communication (IM, Facebook, etc.) on school computers (this includes chat rooms, blogging, etc.) No e-mail utility (hotmail, yahoo, etc.) may be installed by students on any school computers.

· Transmission of any material in violation of any U.S. or state law is prohibited.  This includes, but is not limited to, copyrighted material; threatening, harassing, or obscene material.

If any student is found in violation of any computer lab policies, the student’s access to OVCS computers may be revoked for a determined time, depending upon the seriousness of the violation.  In addition, further school disciplinary action and/ or legal action may be taken.
LUNCH AND SNACK

Students need to bring a bag lunch to school, along with necessary bowls and utensils. Once a week, the school offers a hot lunch program for grades K-8 for a nominal cost.  The menu is announced ahead of time in the weekly school newsletter. The elementary classes have a mid-morning snack; please pack fruit or something nutritious for snack.  Hot water and microwave are available on a limited basis.  There may be times when students will have to wait in long lines if the microwave is in high demand.  Drinks are to be consumed in the lunchroom or on the playground during snack or lunch breaks.  Unfinished drinks should be emptied or taken home at the end of the day.  All empty bottles should be placed in the returnable’s receptacle. 

Parents will be notified if your child(ren) skips lunch on a regular basis. This may result in serious physical illness, which will not only endanger a child’s health, but also affect their ability to learn and succeed in school.  

PARENT-TEACHER FELLOWSHIP

The Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) is a support arm of the school family.  The PTF is formed for the purpose of helping to meet needs of the school and teachers  such as fundraising activities, special events, refreshments for school programs.  * Those elected shall work together to provide leadership to the PTF group, meeting once a month with the headmaster, and should request advance approval from the headmaster at least one month before the proposed date of an event, projects, dates for activities, etc. Any dates/information to be included in the weekly school newsletter shall be submitted to the school office at least a month in advance of the event or two weeks in advance of any special PTF meetings.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

OVCS provides Phys. Ed. class once a week. Students are required to wear P.E. uniform as outlined in this Handbook.  Students will be expected to participate in class unless they have a doctor’s note excusing them for a specified period of time or with certain restrictions.  The doctor’s note should indicate a date when the student may resume Phys. Ed. classes or recess.

PLEDGES  

The American and Christian flags are always on display. Each morning, students will pledge allegiance to these flags and to the Holy Bible during opening exercises in their homeroom or in the sanctuary.

RECESS

All children need fresh air and physical activity during their school day, and Maine state law addresses this requirement. The students in Kindergarten through grade 8 have recess at least once each day and will go outside with supervision.  Each child may bring a pair of sneakers for recess if desired. Outdoor recess is required unless a student is in for disciplinary reasons or a scheduled class/school activity.  Usually, if a child is not well enough to go to outdoor recess, they are not well enough to be in class.  Habitual requests for indoor recess will require review by the headmaster.  Students will have indoor recess only when it is raining or stormy, below 15 degrees, or there is severe wind chill.  There is usually a morning break and a recess following lunch period for each class through eighth grade.

REFUNDS

Completed applications accompanied by an enrollment fee inform us of your intent for your child to attend the entire school year. Enrollment fees are non-refundable, unless a student is not accepted for enrollment – at which time a partial refund will be given.  When a student is withdrawn during the school year, there will ordinarily be a $50 early withdrawal fee, which may be waived by the school board in special cases.  No refunds of tuition received by the school will be made unless unusual and special circumstances warrant.  

REPORT CARDS

Report cards are issued four times a year. Parents are required to attend the first quarter parent-teacher conferences held after report cards are issued.  Progress reports are issued halfway through each quarter.  Parents and teachers may schedule conferences anytime during the school year as needed. Report cards must be returned to the classroom teacher after parents have seen them each marking period.
SCHOLARSHIP FUND








       
Awards are made to students who meet the academic and citizenship eligibility guidelines, whose families face significant financial hardship, on a first-come, first-served basis.   Families seeking assistance need to apply through FACTS Grand and Aid Assessment, which can be accessed via the school website.  Scholarship application deadline is June 30h for the next school year.  Scholarship award decisions will be made within 30 days of receipt by the school board.  Pre-school students are not eligible for scholarship aid.  Scholarship awards are limited, from year to year, based on the balance available in the scholarship fund each year.  
SCHOOL FORMS

A payment schedule will be arranged through FACTS tuition management, which can be accessed via the school website. All OVCS forms must be completed each year and received in the school office by August 10th. Parent’s Pledge of Cooperation; Student Health Survey; Tuition & Fees Policy Agreement, Transportation Authorization; an emergency procedure card, immunization records, and custody documents where applicable. All school forms must be on record in the school office before your child(ren) can attend school.  
SCHOOL PROGRAMS

OVCS sponsors and hosts many different events throughout the school year including prayer meetings, family dinners, fundraisers, special programs, and sporting events.  These events are very popular with OVCS families as well as the students.  They provide wonderful opportunities for Christian fellowship while sharing in and supporting our children’s education.  Students attending school-sponsored events, on site or off site, are representing OVCS and their families.  Exemplary conduct is expected and all school regulations apply.  Areas of the school not directly related to the event are off-limits to students, siblings, and all other guests during these special events.
SOLICITATION

There is no solicitation of any kind permitted on school grounds.  Neither staff members nor school families may be approached for solicitation of any business, network, or related sales materials.

SPORTS PROGRAM

OVCS offers soccer and basketball, as established after-school sports programs for students in grades 4-8.  Other instructional programs and club sports are offered at different times of the school year depending upon interest and coaching staff availability.  OVCS programs are also open to siblings of OVCS students and homeschooled students living in the community with the agreement that the player and parent/guardian will comply with the established school policies for athletes as representatives of OVCS.  

Transportation – Parents of players are responsible for providing transportation for their child(ren) to and from practices and games.  Carpooling with other athletes is an option.

Participation Requirements

1.  Parent Consent/Player Contract – A completed and signed parent consent form and signed player contract must be on file with the Athletic Dept.  before practicing or participating in any way with an after-school sports program.  Included on the consent form will be the student’s name, age, date of birth, grade, home phone (cell, if available), e-mail address, insurance, emergency contact numbers, and other important information about the student’s physical health and any chronic conditions.  This will be required each season.

2.  Sports Activity Fee – A nominal fee may be charged for a student to participate in a sport at OVCS as determined by the Athletic Director.  

3.  Physical Exam – Each player must have an up-to-date physical examination with their family physician in order to participate.  A physical exam is good for two years from the date of the exam. A physician’s exam form must be completed and signed by the physician in order for the athlete to participate in any practice or game.  

4.  Chronic Health Conditions – Athletes with asthma or allergies who are required to carry inhalers or Epipens as noted on their consent form and physician exam form, must have their inhaler or Epipen in their possession at every practice and game, as required equipment.  Players who do not have their necessary medical equipment will not be allowed to participate in a practice or game.  The coach and/or Athletic Director will ask the athlete if they have their medical equipment with them before any practice or game begins.

5.  Sportswear – During practices, OVCS athletes should wear modest sports exercise clothing (refer to p. 12 of high school dress code).  Sneakers/cleats must be worn for the appropriate sports.  Sneakers worn for inside court games and practices should not be worn outside during the season.  Team uniforms are provided for competitive sports.  Athletes will be asked to purchase some personal equipment (i.e. mouthgards, socks, t-shirts for club teams, etc.).

6.  Game Cancellations – Games and practices are cancelled if OVCS is closed.  Game cancellations will be announced by 1:00pm when possible in the event of inclement weather.  Parents may check for game cancellations when school is in session by calling OVCS or checking the school bulletin board.  Parents may check for school cancellations by watching StormCenter Channel 6 for an announcement or by calling the school office and listening for a phone recording of cancellation.
7.  Eligibility guidelines – Eligibility is to be determined at the start of each sports season.  Students must maintain a C average or higher in each subject area to participate in the sports program.  Grades below a C will result in a probation period of two weeks.  During these two weeks, players may practice with the team.  However, players will not be allowed to play in games, as indicated below.

1 subject with a D or F = 2 games missed
2 subjects with a D or F + 4 games missed

3 or more subjects with a D or F + 6 games missed.

This probation will last for two weeks, at which time teachers will re-calculate grades.  If the student has brought their grades up to a C or higher, then they will be off probation.  If grades continue to be below a C, then there will be another 2 week probation, during which time the student will be ineligible to practice or play in games.  Eligibility will continue to be determined on a two week schedule.

· Article 2:  Incomplete grades

A student with an incomplete grade will be given five (5) days in which to turn in missing/incomplete assignments.  The student may actively participate in their sport.

The student’s parent/guardian will be notified in writing of the tests, assignments, projects, etc. that are incomplete.  The notification must be signed by a parent and returned to the classroom teacher.

If missing/incomplete assignments are not handed in by the end of the five-day period, the student will be removed from the team roster until the work is complete, for a grade of “C” or above.
**NOTE:  Parents may ask for a review of their child’s case if there are extenuating circumstances that need to be considered which are not covered in the above eligibility or academic probation clauses (i.e., unidentified learning disability, prolonged illness, family emergency, etc.).  In such cases, the Administrator may revoke or implement other guidelines that benefit the student’s need for accountability and eligibility in extra-curricular sports.          

STUDENT PROPERTY

Please see to it that your child’s lunch box, garments, books, etc. are marked.  This will enable us to assist you in locating lost items and avoiding confusion at school.  Lost and found articles will be placed in Lost & Found for one week only.  If still unclaimed, they will be placed on the exchange rack and made available to any student to select and take home as needed. 

STUDENT RECORDS

When transferring a child to OVCS, the parent will be asked to complete a Transfer of Records Request, which the OVCS office will mail to the child’s former school.  Important Note:  If a student’s parents are divorced, or the student is not living with a birth parent, or is in foster care, a copy of the custody agreement or guardianship issued by the court/state agency should be included in the student’s records.  There should also be a copy of the child’s birth certificate in school records. The school staff must have this information for the child to start school and in order to be in compliance with legal requirements for equal notification of student progress, etc.

TELEPHONE

No student will be permitted to receive a call at school except in case of emergency.  Any after-school plans or changes in transportation arrangements should be made ahead of time and a note sent in to the child’s teacher. A note/call is required only if the adult picking up a student on any given day is not listed on the Transportation Authorization form.  In the event of a true emergency, please contact the school office if your transportation plans have been unavoidably changed.  If you call to speak with a teacher, your call will be returned when the teacher is on break or after dismissal, unless it is an emergency.

TOYS AT SCHOOL

Only toys/games provided by the school will be permitted in the classroom. Toys that promote physical exercise will be allowed at recess only. 

TRANSPORTATION

At this time, OVCS is unable to provide transportation for students.  We do make available a listing of OVCS students and their addresses, which is helpful in arranging carpools. Because parents of students arrange their own transportation to and from OVCS, the school shall not be held liable for accidents or incidents which may occur while traveling to or from school. Parents are required to complete a transportation authorization/release form to be kept on file in the school office.  Any changes made during the year should be sent in writing to the school office.  STUDENTS INTENDING TO BE PICKED UP AFTER SCHOOL BY SOMEONE NOT LISTED ON THEIR TRANSPORTATION AUTHORIZATION FORM MUST BRING A NOTE TO THEIR TEACHER GIVING WRITTEN PARENTAL PERMISSION FOR THAT DAY.  WE CANNOT PERMIT ANY STUDENT TO GO HOME WITH ANYONE OTHER THAN THOSE LISTED IN THE STUDENT’S FILE.  This holds true for students who wish to go to a friend’s house after school.  This is for your child’s protection and safety as well as our own.

Maine motor vehicle law prohibits the transport of children under the age of 19 in the back of pick-up trucks.  This is a ticketable offense for the driver. Though the school is not legally responsible for any violations, no student will knowingly be released to a driver who intends to violate the law regarding transportation of children in the back of pick-up trucks or who are in violation of the Maine state law regarding use of seatbelts and booster seats, effective January 2003.  Please refer to Sec. 1.29-A MRSA 2081, sub-1 through 3.29-1 MRSA 2081, sub-3 for the complete written law.  Summary:  Children under age 8 and weighing less than 80 pounds must be transported in a booster seat that is in compliance.  (includes field trips)  

Ossipee Valley Christian School depends upon parents and friends to help provide transportation for our students during field trips, class ministry trips, etc. during the school year.  We must emphasize the responsibility of all drivers to obey the motor vehicle laws and ensure the safety of the students in your care.

While traveling, the law requires the following:

1) Each child must be wearing a seatbelt while in the vehicle.

2) The driver must obey the posted speed limit at all times.

3) It is recommended by most car manufacturers that no child under the age of 12 or under 100 lbs. be permitted to sit in the front passenger seat with an airbag.

In addition, OVCS asks:

1) When traveling in a caravan, make every effort to stay within two car lengths of the vehicle in front of you on secondary roads, and within safe distance on highways.  In order not to leave anyone behind to get lost on long trips, the lead vehicle should pull over after passing through an intersection in town/cities when lights change to red, so that those following behind will be able to stay with the caravan.  Please be aware of those following behind you and make sure everyone stays together.  

2) We also have a school policy that drivers may play non-rock Christian or instrumental music when driving students during field trips.

3) There is a no-smoking policy for students, staff, and chaperones.

4) If your travel time should change and result in a different return time to OVCS, please call ahead to the school office and leave a message on the school answering machine. After school hours, please call one of the staff at home to ask them to relay the adjusted return time.  That person should call the other parents to inform them.  If a staff member cannot be reached, please call a parent of one of the students in your group to ask that the other parents be notified.

TUITION & FEES
Ossipee Valley Christian School makes every reasonable effort to keep the tuition rates as low as possible.  Since the fees established cover only the minimum of costs of operating the school, we look to the Lord to provide the balance through the sacrificial giving of the Christian community and through parent-involved fundraising activities.  These fundraising activities are crucial in helping to meet the school budget.  Consequently, all parents and students are expected to participate with these activities.  Each year, parents shall sign the OVCS Tuition & Fees Policy as part of enrollment process.
1. An annual enrollment fee shall be paid per child according to the posted fee schedule. The enrollment fee covers administrative costs, testing, as well as curriculum materials for the next school year.






     
         
2. Tuition is payable in full for a 5% discount if paid by August 10th. If this is your intention, please pay the tuition directly to OVCS.   Please refer to your Tuition & Fees sheet for rates.  For those families that will be paying their tuition through a payment plan, please fill out the necessary information through FACTS Tuition management, which can be accessed from the OVCS website.  Anyone requesting financial assistance should fill out information through FACTS Grant and Aid (also accessible through the OVCS website). A separate letter to the board, in addition to using FACTS, may be beneficial, as well.  
· Parents will be expected to call the school office to notify us of any financial emergency causing a late payment for a particular month and to communicate when payment may be expected to the school office.

· If an account becomes two months past due, and there has been no communication from the parent(s) regarding intended payment, the parent(s)will be required to meet with the school board.  Should the meeting not take place or the payment plan is not met as agreed upon, the student(s) shall be dismissed from school.  He or she will not be permitted to return to OVCS for the remainder of the school year unless payment is made.  The student will be unable to participate in any end-of-year activities, including graduation if they are in the graduating class. 
· Students may be re-enrolled only if tuition account is current.
· Regardless of date of enrollment, the full enrollment fee shall be paid per child.
VACATIONS

It is understood that not all parents receive vacation time during the school summer vacation.  Parents are reminded to be considerate of their child’s teacher as well as the student in planning vacations during the school year.  Parents are requested not to plan vacations within one month of the beginning or the close of the school year.  Vacation shall be defined as:  relief time from the regular work duties of a family breadwinner, at which time the entire family will be too far away from home and/or involved in activities which would prevent the student(s) from attending school. Absence due to a family vacation will be excused if the school is notified ahead of time and student(s) make an effort to keep up with their schoolwork. This privilege will be denied if the student’s schoolwork is affected.

VOLUNTEERS

Anyone who desires to volunteer in any way at OVCS will be asked to complete a volunteer application and to be willing to follow the school’s volunteer guidelines.  A copy of the volunteer guidelines is available in the school office.  * To help maintain an effective learning environment while school is in session, parents are asked to make plans for fellowship with one another outside of the school building.  Parent fellowship is encouraged!
WITHDRAWAL OR TRANSFER

At least two weeks’ notice is requested for withdrawal from OVCS.  Because it is assumed that a student will attend the entire school year, there is an early withdrawal fee of $50 per student. The school to which a student is transferred must request permanent records.  Our cut-off date for students transferring from other schools to OVCS is ordinarily September 30, unless special circumstances warrant a student transfer.  It is expected that tuition will be paid through the end of the quarter in which the student is withdrawn.
A COPY OF THE OVCS ACADEMIC STANDARDS IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.

Ossipee Valley Christian School

PARENT-STUDENT PLEDGE

1. I/We have, as a family, read, discussed the importance of, and agree to support the Statement of Faith.  I/We acknowledge that our child’s education will include emphasis on a biblical world-view and I/we agree to support such instruction both in school and at home.  I/We have read the entire OVCS Student-Parent Handbook and agree to comply with all policies as set forth.

2. We recognize that our participation is needed in prayer, service, and gifts in order to properly share in our child(ren)’s education.  I/We agree to support school and student fundraising activities.  

3. We understand that at least one parent is required to attend OVCS Parent Orientation in August to receive important information for the new school year.  We understand our child(ren) may start classes only after we have received Orientation information.

4. I/We agree to participate in the Parent-Teacher Fellowship (PTF) as the support arm of the school in accomplishing school improvement projects and in support of school staff, students, and school programs.  We agree to volunteer at least 20 hours per year in our child(ren)’s school as indicated on our “Living Stones” form completed at start of school.

5. We understand that attendance of at least one parent/guardian to the first quarter Parent-Teacher Conferences is mandatory.  Additional conferences may be requested by the classroom teacher or parent during the school year.

6. We understand that students are expected to participate in all OVCS field trips, class ministry events, school concerts and programs, unless they are ill.  We give our permission for our child(ren) to take part in daily school activities, including school-sponsored trips in the local area.  Notice will be sent to parents when students will be traveling outside the local area.  Our signature absolves the school and administration from liability in the event of accidental injury to our child(ren) at school or during any school activity.

7. I/We authorize Ossipee Valley Christian School to use, without compensation, any photographs and/or video in which our child and/or our family may appear for promotional and/or advertising purposes in school brochures, flyers, local newspaper articles, advertisements, web site, and yearbooks.  It is understood that the school will limit student information posted on school web site to school name and general photos  (no names or addresses will be given).

8. We understand that all school forms, including emergency medical information and immunization records, need to be completed and received in the school office by August 10th  in order for our child(ren) to start school.

9. We understand that the administration has the final decision for the grade placement of our child(ren).  The teacher and administration are hereby given full discretion in the discipline of our child(ren) according to the Student-Parent Handbook.  In enrolling our child(ren), it is our intention to have him/her attend OVCS the entire school year.  

10. I/We agree to support the staff and administration of OVCS in their responsibility for establishing and enforcing disciplinary rules and creating and maintaining a safe and positive learning environment, including behavioral guidelines for all students.  We realize that though we may not agree with all school policies, we pledge to respectfully express our disagreement directly with the headmaster in a discreet, appropriate manner that will not compromise the headmaster’s ability to effectively work to resolve the issue, as outlined in the Student-Parent Handbook.  I/We understand that if we cannot or will not support school policy as outlined in the Student-Parent Handbook, it may result in our child(ren) being dismissed from the school.  I/We understand that the school administration’s decisions are final.

I/We have read this Parent Pledge, have completed our application and do hereby authorize the Ossipee Valley Christian School to further process our child’s application for enrollment.
 (all signatures needed).           (revised 2011)

mother/guardian signature


student signature


          student signature
father/guardian signature


student signature   
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